
FRUIT

There are five major fruit and berry crops grow in
the Garden State: apples, blueberries, cranberries,
peaches and strawberries. Weather conditions
were generally good for the fruit and berry crops for
the 2001 growing season.  The season started
early due to a mild winter, but the summer was dry.
Some irrigation was necessary during the
prolonged dry season despite frequently scattered
precipitation throughout the region.   

Total production of the five fruit and berry crops
during 2001 amounted to 226 million pounds, up 13
percent from 2000's production of 201 million
pounds.  Fruit value of utilized production totaled
$82.4 million, a gain of almost $6.43 million from
the 2000 total of $76 million.  Value  of utilized
production was higher for apples, blueberries,
cranberries, and peaches, while strawberries was
down slightly.

During 2001, among all major fruit and berry
producing states in the nation, New Jersey ranked
second in blueberry production; third in cranberry
production; tied for fourth in peach production; and
thirteenth in apple production.  Ranking crops by
value of production within the state resulted in
blueberries first with $36.7 million.   Peaches
ranked second with $28.4 million, while apples
ranked third with $8.12 million.  Cranberries and
strawberries ranked fourth and fifth with $7.95
million and $1.3 million, respectively.    

There was no significant winter damage to the
apple or peach orchards because of the mild
weather conditions.  Blueberry and peach
pollination was adversely affected by early season
low temperatures.  Dry conditions during most of
the growing season reduced the threat from plant
disease.  For early harvested peaches, both size
and prices were good.  The late season peach
demand was low due to small fruit size, therefore
resulting in low prices.

Apple production was above normal with both
quality and prices fair to good.  Total apple
production was 55 million pounds, 5 million pounds
higher than a year ago.  Average price, at  16.2
cents per pound, was 2.8 cents per pound higher
than a year ago.  Gloucester County was the
leading apple producing county, accounting for 38
percent of the state’s total production.  Cumberland
County ranked second at 7.8 million pounds and
Camden ranked third at 5 million pounds.
Burlington and Atlantic were fourth and fifth with
3.6 and 3.5 million pounds, respectively.

Total peach production for 2001 totaled 75 million
pounds with 70 million pounds utilized.  The 2001
value of New Jersey peach production totaled
$28.4 million, up 15 percent from 2000.  Gloucester
County was the leading peach growing county in
the state with production of 35 million pounds or 47
percent of the total state’s production.  Cumberland
and Camden counties ranked second and third with
production of 20 and 5.5 million pounds,
respectively.

Cranberry growers in New Jersey produced
566,000 barrels in 2001, an increase of 77,000
barrels from 2000.  The value of production was
$7.95 million, up 7 percent from $7.46 million in
2000.  This is the second consecutive year the
cranberry industry has been under marketing
restrictions under which growers can only sell a
percentage of their sales history to the processors.
 Due to the marketing restrictions, some growers
cut back on inputs or acres to restrict production
and cut costs. 

The 2001 blueberry total production was estimated
at 38 million pounds, up 3 million pounds from
2000.  Value of utilized production was $36.7
million compared to 2000's value of $36.1 million.
Atlantic and Burlington counties are the leading
blueberry producing areas.  The season average
price of 99 cents per pound was down 7 percent
from $1.06 per pound in 2000. All cattle and
calves on farms January 1, 2002 in New Jersey
totaled 44,000 head, 4,000 less than a year ago.
Value per head increased $60 from the previous
year to $1020.00. The 2002 inventory value was
estimated at $44.9 million, $1.2 million less than
the total of a year ago.



Milk cow numbers on January 1, 2002 decreased
by 3,000 to 13,000 head.  Beef cows were
estimated at 8,000 head, the same as the
January 1, 2001 total.  Of the total cattle and
calf inventory, cows that have calved
accounted for 48 percent.  Heifers weighing 500
pounds or more totaled 11,000 head, 25 percent
of total inventory.  Of these 6,000 were milk cow
replacements, 3,000 were beef cow
replacements, and 2,000 were intended for
slaughter.  There were 3,000 steers weighing 500
pounds and over, 7 percent of all cattle and
calves.  Bulls at 500 pounds and greater
numbered 1,000 head or 2 percent of the total
inventory.  Calves under 500 pounds accounted
for the remaining 8,000 animals, 18 percent of all
cattle and calves on January 1, 2002. The 2001
calf crop was 2,000 head less than 2000, totaling
18,000 head.

Milk production in the Garden State totaled 233
million pounds, down 4.5 percent from the 244
million pounds produced in 2000.  The average
number of milk cows declined to 14,000 head.
Milk per cow averaged 16,643 pounds in 2001
compared to 15,250 a year earlier.  The leading
milk producing counties were Salem, Sussex,
Warren and Burlington, accounting for 74
percent of the state’s total.  Value of production
of milk totaled $37.5 million during 2001,
compared to $32.2 million in 2000.

All hogs and pigs on New Jersey farms totaled
13,000 head on December 1, 2001.  This number
was a decrease of 1,000 head (7 percent) from
the number of head on December 1, 2000.
Value per head averaged $98.00, 8 dollars more
than a year ago.

The total value of the hog and pig inventory
value amounted to $1.3 million, the same as the
previous year.  Of the total hogs and pigs on
farm in the state, 15 percent were kept for
breeding and 85 percent were market hogs.  The
New Jersey pig crop totaled 12,800, up 39
percent from 2000.

Egg production in the Garden State in 2001
decreased to 556 million eggs, compared to 574
million eggs in 2000.  Eggs per layer averaged
274, down from 283 the year before.  Average
layer numbers on New Jersey farms totaled 2.03
million during 2001, unchanged from 2000.  In
2001, poultry managers in the state received on
average 53.0 cents per dozen eggs, the same as
the previous year.  The value of egg production
in 2001 was down 2 percent from 2000 at $24.6
million.

Sales of chickens (excluding meat chickens)
totaled 590,000 head in 2001, 42 percent less
than the 1,010,000 head sold in 2000.  The
average price received in 2001 was 1.0 cent per
pound, 86 percent less than the previous year’s
average price of 7.0 cents.  Value of sales
equaled $20,000 in 2001, down $227,000 from the
preceding year.

New Jersey turkey production in 2001 was 44,000
birds, down 15,000 from the number of turkeys
raised the previous year.  Turkey growers
received an average price of 80.0 cents per
pound, 1 cent more than the price in 2000.  In
2001, the value of production decreased to
$714,000, down 26 percent from $969,000 the
year before.

Honey production in 2001 amounted to 374,000
pounds, decreasing 3 percent from the 385,000
pounds produced the year before.  Beekeepers
received an average price of 82.0 cents per
pound in 2001, up 21.0 cents from the previous
year.  The value of production rose from the 2000
level of $235,000 to $307,000.


